84	THREE YEARS  OF  CALM BEFORE  THE  STORM
MORE TROUBLE IN NORTH CHINA
May 23, 1933
On the basis of a note sent me hurriedly at 6 p.m. by a Japanese
friend of the Embassy, I cabled the Department that the Japanese
Army had received explicit instructions not to enter Peiping, and
that if there should be any tendency to break in, further more drastic
instructions were in readiness. It looks as if our diagnosis sent last
week, that the Japanese would merely " invest" Peiping and then
negotiate with the Chinese to withdraw in return for assurances that
the Chinese would cease attacking them at the Wall, were correct.
But there is evidence that the Japanese want to set up a buffer state
in North China and they may be successful. This military activity
around Peiping on the eve of Viscount Ishii's conversation in Wash-
ington * doesn't look any too well. The lack of co-ordination between
Japan's military and diplomatic actions and policies is very un-
fortunate ; just when the Manchurian situation was fading out of the
picture with every probability of ultimate tacit acceptance by the
world, the Japanese Army gets itself on the front page again and
creates the impression abroad that it is still running amok (which
it is), and at just the moment when the nations are really trying—
or at least going through the motions of trying—to get together on
some practical disarmament, security, and non-aggression agreement,
I know that many of our Japanese friends here are really writhing
at the situation but are powerless to influence it. *
KURUSU ON STIMSON
My secretary, J. G. Parsons, writes : " Last evening Mr. Kurusu
and I were fingering the last number of Foreign Affairs and, referring to
Stimson's article, I ventured the remark that Stimson was a great and
sincere idealist. Kurusu's answering remark was, * It's easy to be an
idealist when you're not in trouble.' This to me was a perfect example
of the essentially defensive psychology entertained by many Japanese
of influence which has promoted their aggressive action. I sincerely
believe it is no stretch of the imagination for even educated Japanese
to believe the dogma of * self-defence' of which we heard so much
last summer. It seems to me that until this notion that the Japanese
are * in trouble' is dispelled there will be no halt in the somewhat
misnamed * expansionist' movement of the Army. While I do not
dispute that the military entertains visions of Asiatic hegemony, I
feel that its strength is rooted in a defensive attitude, a fear of Russia,
of Japan's security. Therefore it is * Conquer or die.' "
1 This took place while Viscount Ishii was en routs to the 1933 World Economic
Conference in London.

